
CHRISTMAS FAVORITES
"Yes, Virginia" and "Jesus, the per-

fect man" are the two most popular
Christmas editorials The Commercial
Appeal has ever published.

The first originally appeared in The
New York Sun in 1897 under the head-
line "Is There a Santa Claus?" It was
written by Francis Pharcellus Church,
an assistant to the editor.

Children continue to ask that ques-

tion. They ask it of their parents and
their friends and often have written let-
ters to The Commercial Appeal, just as
Virginia O'Hanlon once wrote to The
New York Sun, seeking an answer.

We have republished The Sun edito-
rial each year to help our young readers
answer the question for themselves —
and to treat them and older readers to
a Christmas classic.

The second piece is about Jesus and
was written in 1912 by this newspa-
per's editor, C. P. J. Mooney. Mid-
Southerners immediately took it to
their hearts as an expression of their
own deepest feelings and beliefs about
Christmas. For this reason, The Com-
mercial Appeal continues to publish the
editorial each year.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus
W E take pleasure in answering

at once and thus prominently
the communication below, ex-

pressing at the same time our great
gratification that its faithful author is
numbered among the friends of The
Sun:
"Dear Editor — I am 8 years old.

"Some of my little friends say there is
no Santa Claus.

"Papa says, 'If •you. see it jj> The Sun it's
-30:' '

"Please tell me the truth, is there a
Santa Claus?"

"VIRGINIA O'HANLON
"115 West Ninety-fifth Street"

Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by the
skepticism of a skeptical age. They do
not believe except what they see. They
think that nothing can be which is not
comprehensible by their little minds.

..All minds, Virginia, whether they be
men's or children's, are little. In this
great universe of ours, man is a mere
insect, an ant, in his intellect, as
compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the
intelligence capable of grasping the
whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give to your
life its highest beauty and joy. Alas!
how dreary would be the world if there
were no Santa Claus! It would be as
dreary as if there were no Virginias.
Tlicrc would be no childlike faith then,,
no poetry, no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in sense and
sight. The eternal light with which

childhood fills the world would be
extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might
as well not believe in fairies! You might
get your papa to hire men to watch in
all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to
catch Santa Claus, but even if they did
not see Santa Claus coming down, what
would that prove? Nobody sees Santa
Claus, but that is no sign that there is
no Santa Claus. The most real things in
the world are those that neither
children nor men can see. Did you ever
see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that's no proof that they
are not here. Nobody can conceive or
imagine all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby's rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man, nor
even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived, could
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry,
love, romance, can push aside that
curtain and view and picture the
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it
all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God, he lives,
and he lives forever! A thousand years
from now, Virginia, nay ten times ten
thousand years from now, he will
continue to make glad the heart of
childhood.



esus perfect man
T HERE is no other character in

history like that of Jesus.
As a preacher, as a doer of things,

and as a philosopher, no man ever had
the sweep and the vision of Jesus.

A human analysis of the human ac-
tions of Jesus brings to view a rule of
life that is amazing in its perfect detail.

The system of ethics Jesus taught dur-
ing His Earthly sojourn 2,000 years ago
was true then, has been true in every
century since and will be true forever.

Plato was a great thinker and learned
in his age, but his teachings did not
stand the test of time. In big things and
in little things time and human expe-
rience have shown that he erred.

Marcus Aurelius touched the reflec-
tive mind of the world, but he was as
cold and austere as brown marble....

Thomas a Kempis's Imitation of
Christis a thing of rare beauty and sym-
pathy, but it is, as its name indicates,
only an imitation.

Sir Thomas More's Utopia is yet a
dream that cannot be realized.

Lord Bacon writing on chemistry and
medicine under the glasses of the man
working in a 20th Century laboratory is
puerile.

The world's most learned doctors un-
til 150 years ago gave dragon's blood
and ground tails of lizards and shells of
eggs for certain ailments. The great sur-
geons a hundred years ago bled a man if
he were wounded.

Napoleon had the world at his feet for
four years, and when he died the world
was going on its way as if he had never
lived.

JESUS TAUGHT little as to property
because He knew there were things of
more importance than property. He
measured property and life, the body
and soul, at their exact relative value.
He taught much more as to character,
because character is of more impor-
tance than dollars.

Other men taught us to develop sys-
tems of government. Jesus taught so as
to perfect the minds of men. Jesus
looked to the soul, while other men
dwelled on material things.

After the experience of 2,000 years no
man can find a flaw in the governmen-
tal system outlined by Jesus.

Czar and kaiser, president and Social-
ist, give to its complete merit their ad-
miration.

No man today, no matter whether he
follows the doctrine of Mills, Marx or
George as to property, can find a false
principle in Jesus's theory of property.

In the duty of a man to his fellow no
sociologist has ever approximated the
perfection of the doctrine laid down by
Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount.

Not all the investigations of chemists,
not all the discoveries of explorers, not
all the experiences of rulers, not all the
historical facts that go to make up the

sum of human knowledge on this day in
1912 are in contradiction to one word
uttered or one principle laid down by
Jesus.

The human experiences of 2,000 years
show that Jesus never made a mistake.
Jesus never uttered a doctrine that was

• true at that time and then became obso-
lete.

Jesus spoke the truth, and the truth is
eternal.

History has no record of any other
man leading a perfect life or doing ev-
erything in logical order. Jesus is the
only person whose every action and
whose every utterance strike a true
note in the heart and mind of every
man born of woman. He never said a
foolish thing, never did a foolish act
and never dissembled.

No poet, no dreamer, no philosopher
loved humanity with all the love that
Jesus bore toward all men.

WHO, THEN, was Jesus?
He could not have been merely a man,

for there never was a man who had two
consecutive thoughts absolute in truth-
ful perfection.

Jesus must have been what Christen-
dom proclaims Him to be — a divine be-
ing — or He could not have been what
He was. No mind but an infinite mind
could have left behind those things
which Jesus gave the world as a heri-
tage.

BIBLE SELECTION
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. Luke 2:10,11,12


